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L] I you were about to buy a motor-
eycle today, what would you buy? If
it's going to be your first you're prabably
looking at a Honda or Yamaha. say a
400 fonr. You'd be thrilled —you'd have 2
ball on it, ride it and then sooner or
later you'd probably want something
else. Perhaps 2 bigger bike—a Honda
750, or p-.-,rhnp:; something hetter —a
BMW. Years go by, you've had several
bikes now. There is no Onc bike that
can do everything well, and not many
bikes are worth much as used bikea.
But new exciting bikes are extremely
expensive. The altermative is 1o buy a
bike from the past—perhaps a 1973
Ducati, Moto Guzzi, Laverda or
Triumph. .

The market is very similar to the
car situation. The antiques of yester-
vear—the model T's, Bugatis, Stuz-
Bearcals, eic. are outrageously ex-
pensive and completely out of reach for
the average collector. Besides, they may
be aesthetically valuable to one genera-
tion but perhaps generations younmgur
would rather have an earlier model
Corvette, T-bird or even & '55 Ford
Crown Vieloria. Performance-wise, cars
prior to 1970 are better buys—GTOs,
Camaros and 442 Similarly. bikes of
the not too distant past are of more
26

interest —more interesting design-wise
and hetter performance— and will
appreciate in value because of these
qesets. Let's take a fow examples:

a From any angla the Guzzi is
beaufifully composed.

Ducati

1073 Dueati 750 GT and Sport models.
Ducati had always built sophisticated
sirect maochines, known for their
handling and torqgue. Although Dueati
has produced [antastie small dizsplace.
ment singles, they are probahly best
known in the United States for their
V-iwins.

The V-twin is smooth with a lot of
mid-range torque. Dise hrake up front,
drum in rear, plenty of braking power.
Handling is superb. Speeds on the Sport
to 125 mph, 115 on the GT. On the Sport
oue must sit racer style, with clip-ons
and rearset pegs. The GT is more of a
tourer — plush seat, regular handlrhars.
and a larger capacity fuel tank.

The 1ucati 750 Sport will be the most
valuable in the long rumn; it iz the most
execiting (but most uneomfortable) to ride
and has the most appeal. The GT 730
offers a comfortable and quick ride,
not o terribly esoterit bike but one that
will appreciate in value along with
wmany hours of riding pleasure.

Moto Guzzi

The Moto Guzzi Sport (1973) shares a
great deal with the Ducati Sport. [talinn
in design —fantastic handler —the Sport
pould coneeivably be the besl cafe
racer of all time. The powerplant is a
transverse V-twin that hangs sideways
in its tubular frame. The Sport handles
superbly because of greal balance. The
machine has a supple snspension that
makes for an ineredibly comfortable ride.
The shalt drive, alloy wheels, Michelin
tirez and vears of road racing success

Riding. Handling is superb. speeds 1o 125
mph. k4
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torgue make this a winner,

All the right components combine to make
a contemporary classic.

make this VT Sport a classic. At $2500
several years ago it was a bargain;
get a good priee todav, if vou can find
one, you've bought vourself a elassie,

Laverds

Again, an Italian bike. All the right
components —Geriani front forks and
rear shock absorbers, Borrani alloy rims
and Pirelli tires. German Boseh head-
light and taillight, generator and eloctrie
starter. Superb styling along with
accurate handling and the preformance
of the overhead cam engine makes the

Laverda an obvious elassie for the [uture.

The: Laverda is built hy Moto Laverda

in Bregange (northern Italy) whose main
business is industrial machinery. This
hike has a reputation for being a strong
and durable machine,

The Laverda first came (o the States
in the late Sixties as a limited production
model. There were not many around
and in 1972 the price tag was $3500.
Try Lo find one today.

Triumph

T150 Trident and XT3 Hurricans.
Triumph is still alive today, but barely.
Four years age they produced (wo
unique and interesting hikes, both with
a three evlinder engine.

The Bonneville twin captured the
imagination of Morth America back in

One piece fiberglass tank and seal.
Complate instruments.

4 Comfortable, good handling and plenty of  The X75 Hurricane was custom built around

& Trident engine by Cralg Velter.

The Triumph Trident is a perfecily pro-

portioned road bike.

v

the Fiftics and the Triumph is still
advertising along the same lines.
Although the 750 Trident triple has
never captured the imagination like the
twin, it is collectable. The engine is
based closely on the twin design; which
means oil leak problems and difficulty
with service. Nonetheless. it is a British
powerplant that makes use of a dry
clutch and an vil cooler mounted over
the pipes. Disc brake up front, nice
paint and chrome; the best Triumph
has to offer.

More esoterie than the Trident is
Craig Veitor's fibergalss chopper
Triumph custom built around the triple
engine. Notiee the X75 maintains the
front drum brake while itz stock vorsion,
the T150, carries a front disc brake.

The one-picee orange fiberglass seat
and tank combination make this
Trinmph rare indeed: perhaps 1200 were
made. Triple megaphones highlight the
whole machine beautifully. Although
the Triumph is far away from Lhe
Italian bikes in workmanship. handling
and performanee, the price is more
affordable, Americans love them and
they are more readily attainable.
Beautiful. o
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Now YOU CanBe A MOTORCYCLB
MECHANIC...........

you what to do, how to do it...
guide you every step of the way
to become a skilled moforcycle mechanle.

If you like to ride a bike for fun . . . learn how to fix it for profit! Can you
imagine a better way to earn your living? And the pay Is great — whether you
choose to work In a cycle shop for somebody else or decide Lo starl your

wwn cycle repair busineaa. Now, thanks to North Amarican, there's y

a fast, easy way lo get the training you need . .. at home in your spare fime.
Mo need to quit school or job. Experts show you step-by-step everything

frem minor tune-ups to major overhauls.

You Get the Tools

You NMecd for a Fast Start

We sand you special eycle tools and precision test instru-
mants . .. yours to uss during your fraining ... and yours
‘ %o keep in your aclion-packed career. You learn by doing
: — with tools in your hands — gelting the praclice you
: giart onse need to Betome BN expert muturcycle mechanic, Cwery-

s au?rhtﬂ_. or if you'd thing explained in easy-to-understand language, com-
wou QT el & fuii-time job plete with drawings, diagrams. chotoaraphs. You leamn
T motarcycle sha 27 engine design. carburetion, glecirical systems . . . as well
Aealer, as frame repalr, wheels, shocks, transmission, valves,
: everything frum rouline maintenence 1o a mejor ovarhaul.
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" B Millions of
; Mew Motorcycle
Riders Year After Year

Motorcycle sales are poing
throwgh rthe roof! The esti-
mate of a million new
motorcycles bought this
yeur is probably low—
and now with higher gaso-
line prices and possible
shortages,- vou can just
imagine how many people
are going to be switching
from automobiles to mo-
torcycles for their regular
trapsporiation . . - nol WO
mention the thousands of
new dirt bike riders who . o

are discovering the thrill gt R oalats |- | ] o faafoge Baw faec f oo ] oo foan f o
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country, you'll find mater shops dooking for quali-
Motorcycle Boom Means

Ged mechanics . .. and they pay good moncy too!
Blg Profits for Repairmen

Cycles are big besiness . _ _ and so ks fixing them!
There are more than 4 millisn metersyclin registered
in the LIS, today. Flus an estimated 3 millicn more
dirt Bikes. But, there are Tewer than 14,000 mator-
eyele meghanics gvailable to fegair Ihem, (Imagine
only ome mechanic for every 500 cyoles’) No wonder
aneer opportunities are 5o great for the skilled
repaitman. Asd they're petting batber svase dae hine

Wik Out of Your Home
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More Girls — More Bikes Each Year
If you"ve been riding your hike for fun the past few years,
you can jee [or vourself that m miTe gifls are
taking up the sport. And this meazns more bikes every
year. .. and bigeer demand for mato le mechanics.
S0 pet in on the action...get in on the fun
making good money a5 a motorcycle mechanic.
Your Fulure is in Your Owa Hands
The big demand means you can docide for you
whether vou want to work for someone clse or
¥OouT own cycle réepair busin Star
repairing cycles at home — L a
shop! After you'se heen 3 workin
|'L¢L"i|_:'= whe you want 10 Stam
fepalr business you'fl Ba the Center
of Atiraction in Your Circle of Friesds
Enjoy the sdmiration of friends
end Beighbors ag they flock
arcund to watch you tear down
and tere up all kinds of
cycles. And just thinlof th
satisfaction in knowing v
the bes seraing bike
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